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Introduction
 Relations between Maghreb countries and sub-

Saharan Africa date back centuries. The desert field 
represented a Trade exchanges, immigration and 
Conflicts of civilizations.

 Supplying the desert with traditional and agricultural 
products, horses and salt

 Import of amber, gum arabic, animal skins and slaves.

 The Maghreb countries have represented a key 
gateway to international Trade exchanges with the 
African continent.
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 The Portuguese discovery of the Atlantic road and the 
Guinea side during the 15th and 16th centuries 
represented the end of the golden age of the Maghreb 
countries.

 Colonialism come to transfer Africa's trade benefits to 
Europe,

 The restoration of trade between the Maghreb and 
sub-Saharan countries to coordinate with the beginning 
of the seventies where the political and diplomatic 
activity is already associated with economic and 
commercial.
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First: The reality of Maghreb-African relations: 
Individual initiatives and collective obstacles

 African-African relations are still unwarranted (15 % of 

all trade) for many reasons, some of which are linked to 

colonial relations and the dominance of the great 

powers over the continent's capabilities. Others are the 

result of ongoing disputes or conflicts or cultural and 

cultural factors.

 The individual initiatives of the Maghreb countries are 

making their way towards developing relations and 

exchanges and supporting opportunities for cooperation 

with sub-Saharan African countries. 
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Maghreb Aqsa

 Maghreb has set a multi-dimensional strategy and has 
defined its policy of openness to the continent. This 
trend is led by King Mohammed VI, who himself visited 
several African countries. He led his country's 
delegations of politicians, businessmen, heads of 
national institutions...

 Although Maghreb has left the Organization of African 
Unity since 1984, it is considered one of the most active 
Maghreb countries in Africa. Institutional membership 
has been replaced by a systematic development of 
bilateral and multilateral relations.
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The Maghreb -African agreements reached more than 
480 treaties and agreements of cooperation with the 
majority of African countries (40 out of 54).

Maghreb contributes to 7 peacekeeping operations in 
the United Nations military forces on the African 
continent.

Maghreb is currently the second economic investor in 
the African market after the Republic of South Africa.

Maghreb's investments in the continent are estimated at 
about $ 400 million a year, with 300 million $ under 
public development assistance.
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The Maghreb-Africa trade is based on minerals, banking, 
insurance, telecommunications, agricultural products, 
construction, facilities, transport, water, electricity and ports.

An important part of Maghreb's policy towards Africa is the 
synergy between the public and private sectors under the 
supervision and facilitation of the political leadership, which 
has a clear strategy to implement in stages.

Growing volume of mutual projects carried out by the 
Moroccan public and private sectors, both in terms of 
contribution and acquisition: 21 African banks, 4 
telecommunications companies, 13 countries in the 
insurance sector, 6 countries in the mining sector: gold, 
copper and cobalt.
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 The African market has 930 Moroccan enterprises active in 
various economic, trade and services sectors.

Maghreb invests two-thirds of its foreign investments in the 
African continent, making it the second domestic investor in 
the continent and the first investor in West and Central Africa.

Maghreb Aqsa invests in many African countries, especially in 
the symbolic and religious domain of Maghreb and the king of 
some African Muslim groups 

Maghreb is studying about 12,000 students

Maghreb promise to create 500 imams for the state of Mali.
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Algeria
 Algeria is investing its historic role in the continent that 

supports the independence of African countries and their 
international role in the victory of political, economic and 
cultural liberation and the defense of the option of a new, 
equitable international economic order (1974).

 Algeria has been developing its relations with several African 
countries and developing trade exchanges to exceed $ 3 billion, 
in which fuel is the largest quota, in return for the supply of 
rubber, cocoa, coffee and some electronic equipment.

 To support its presence on the continent, Algeria has written off 
the debts of 14 African countries worth $ 1 billion, while 
examining the possibility of converting current debt into assets 
in African countries.

9



 Algeria is expanding its economic influence in the 

Nigerian, Malian and Mauritanian and also in 

Burkina Faso, Cameroon and Senegal.

 Algeria is one of the five founding nations of 

NEPAD (the New Partnership for Africa's 

Development), the strategic structure for economic 

and social development in the continent.

 Algeria has a large presence at the security and 

political levels.

 The Alger-Lagos-Pretoria intends to impose itself 

on the continent.
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Tunisia
 Tunisia is ranked third in terms of trade and economic, 

political and cultural presence in Africa.

 Tunisia's foreign policy has fallen short of what was 

achieved in the 1970s and 1980s, where the trend 

towards Africa was one of the Tunisian options: financial, 

economic and commercial presence under the South-

South cooperation policy.

With the absence of an effective strategy, Tunisia lost its 

position in many African countries and did not begin to 

recover until after the revolution. Tunisia's foreign policy 

began to turn its attention towards Africa.
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 Tunisia is present in some economic sectors in some 

African countries that import agricultural products, 

building materials, electrical and electronic equipment.

 Tunisian private institutions have a presence in the 

field of engineering studies, information services, 

communications and public works, as well as 

international branches of some institutions in many 

African countries.

 Tunisia revolution has expanded the base of its 

economic partners and diversified the form of its 

partnerships with friendly and sister countries and with 

different economic and commercial spaces
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 Tunisia, sign beside 44 African countries in the Rwandan 
capital of Kigali in March 2018, took part in the 
extraordinary meeting of the African Union, the African Free 
Trade Area Agreement (ZLEC).

 The removal of tariff barriers between African countries will 
help create the world's largest free trade area of one billion 
and 200 million people, double intra-African trade, make 
profits of about $ 35 billion by 2021 and reach a cumulative 
Gross domestic product of about $ 2.5 trillion, thus 
improving Africa's share of trade. Which currently stands at 
2%, and the increase in the volume of intra-African trade 
which currently stands at 16%, compared with 70% in the 
European Union, 52% in Asia and 50% in North America.
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 Tunisia's signing of this agreement and its accession to some 
of the regional African economic spaces such as COMESA, 
the Economic Community of West African States (CEDAO), 
the CEN-SAD and the Economic Community of Central 
African States (CEEAC) African partnership of Tunisian 
diplomacy, which has become a strategic direction for the 
Tunisian state.

 Tunisia will support the establishment of the African 
Customs Union in 2022 in preparation for the African 
Economic Community to be launched by 2028.
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Libya
The Libyan state had a strong political, economic and military 

presence in some African countries. Muammar Gaddafi 
himself was king of Africa, and he spent thousands of billions 
without a specific strategy or clear goals.

 Today, Libya is experiencing painful events that are almost 
rupturing its unity and the armed conflicts are destroying 
the remaining institutions of the State. All this will cast a 
shadow over the stability and security of the region for 
many years, unless the honorable citizens move and the 
wisdom of the minds prevails over the deviation of the arms 
and gunpowder campaigners.
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Third: Africa's reservoir of global economic growth
Over the next two decades - the promising prospects

for future cooperation

 Interest in the Black continent has grown in recent years and 
has become one of the first addresses of the economic and 
trade strategies of many countries.

Everyone sees Africa as representing the reservoir of 
economic growth and land of opportunity for the next 20 
years as it represents a market for investment and 
commodities of various kinds and for the variety of programs 
and projects in the areas of health, education, infrastructure, 

The African market, which represents 1.3 billion people, 
derives its vitality from these major projects and programs. 
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 The gross national product of the African continent is growing 
at an average rate of 4.4% per year (2016)

 The agricultural sector in the Mediterranean represents about 
40% 

 The middle class represents the pillar of the local economy and 
the internal consumption engine of the total food products, 
goods,

 All these capacities represent a real reservoir for the 
production and conversion of wealth and a field for investment 
in dams, power stations, transfer centers for natural resources 
and agricultural products, concentration of logistics stations.
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 The promotion of air and sea links with African countries, the 
concentration of trade missions and the opening of offices for 
investment and financial institutions and insurance companies are 
key to developing economic and trade transactions with African 
countries on the basis of win-win and mutual benefits.

 The establishment of relatively modern airlines linking Tunisia to 
Ouagadougou, Niamey and Bamako is an important factor that 
can promote inter-trade and contribute to the development of the 
joint economic transactions movement and the promotion of 
passenger traffic.

 The tripartite partnership between Tunisia, Turkey and African 
countries could include maritime and air transport
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African land is rich in natural resources and precious 
minerals. The continent contains:

 About 30% of the world's mineral reserves, including 80% of 
the precious metals of the chromium and platinum,

 12% of the world's fuel reserves,
 42% of the world's crude reserves
 60% of arable land is not exploited,

 Statistics show that most African countries are experiencing 
real economic recovery periods associated with major 
infrastructure projects, irrigation systems, drinking water, 
electricity and sanitation, and in the areas of construction and 
reconstruction.
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Most African countries have succeeded in managing political 
differences and ethnic and religious conflict by establishing 
mechanisms of democratic governance and peaceful power-
sharing

 The Maghreb countries, with longstanding links to Africa, and 
the brotherly Turkey should build their relationship with Africa 
on the basis of:
 Balance and equity in relations: partnership
 Joint dialogue and political coordination
 Benefit sharing on a win-win basis.
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To meet the African needs of education, health, 
transport, water and electricity, can be important areas 
of cooperation and partnership with African countries. 

 The university enrollment rate is 8.5% in sub-Saharan 
Africa and 32% in North Africa (UNESCO Institute for 
Statistics, 2014), which is a area for joint cooperation.
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Achieving genuine regional integration among the countries 
of the Maghreb will achieve two main objectives at the 
regional level:
 First: to create a climate of lasting peace between 

neighboring countries
 Second: Achievement of economic integration and the 

opportunities of cooperation and integration and the 
opportunities for creating small and medium enterprises 
and creating job opportunities for young people.

 The Maghreb integration will give strength to its African 
presence

The Maghreb partnership with the Turkish state can provide 
a distinct framework for tripartite cooperation that benefits 
all.
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Turkish-African Economic Cooperation :
Prospects for tripartite cooperation

 The State of Turkey seeks to strengthen economic partnerships 
with various regional and international blocs and positions itself as 
a major player on the African continent, a strategy that will turn 
Turkey into a strategic partner for Africa.

 In recent years there has been an unprecedented development in 
the activity of Turkish economic institutions backed by official 
diplomacy in almost all areas

 According to numbers from the Turkish Ministry of Economy, 
Africa accounts for about 21% of the sales of Turkish companies 
abroad with a share of 19% in North Africa.
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On 12 February 2018, Istanbul hosted the Second 
Ministerial Conference on Turkish-African 
Cooperation, which marked a shift in the 
strengthening of Turkish-African cooperation and 
paved the way for the third partnership between 
Turkey and the African Union scheduled for 2019.

The Turkish presence in Africa has been confirmed 
since 2005 by the increase in the number of Turkish 
embassies in Africa from 12 to 41 diplomatic 
representatives.
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More than a thousand Turkish companies operating in the 
continent, including major Turkish companies

Turkish investment expanded in Africa, with Turkish exports 
rising from less than $ 100 million in the first decade of the 
20th century to more than $ 20 billion today. Turkey is now 
aiming to increase it to $ 100 billion over the next five years, 
by 2022.

The Turkish President himself leads the Turkish delegations of 
official missions and businessmen, with visits to Africa over 
the past three years, more than 20 official visits to the largest 
number of countries in the continent.
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Prospects for tripartite cooperation
 The importance of tripartite cooperation, which is centered in the 

Maghreb countries and directed by the African countries in a 
tripartite partnership in which Turkey and its economic 
institutions play a fundamental role in which the benefits are 
shared among all on the basis of the Win-Win rule.

 The Free Trade Area, whose agreement was signed between 44 
African countries, can be a vital area and a framework for the 
development of Common trade activities towards the African 
depth.

 Africa needs to develop its infrastructure into significant 
investments, with an annual average of $ 45 million and covering 
only half of the continent's infrastructure needs.
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THANK YOU … 
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